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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An obste^trical vacuum extractor for placement 
on a child's head for use during childbirth, the 
obstetrical vacuum extractor comprising, in combination, 

a vacuum cup formed of a first material, the 
vacuum cup having side wall defining a hollow interior 
cavity, the side wall having a side wall edge forming a 
cup opening, the vacuum cup further including a vacuum 
opening communica ^4^^ with the interior cavity of the 
vacuum cup and h^Lng ) adapted for connection to a vacuum 
source ; 

a It 
the second ma 
material, the lip 
adjacent the cup 




of a polymeric second material, 
al being flexible relative to the first 
being secured along said side wall edge 
opening; and 



a handle coupled to the vacuum cup. 



2. The obstetrical vacuum extractor of claim 1 
wherein the vacuum cup is substantially in the shape of a 
bell, and the side wall includes a generally outwardly 
flaring edge, the lip being molded to the outwardly 
flaring edge. 



3. The obstetrical vacuum extractor of claim 1 
wherein the lip extends on the order of 0.20 to 0.40 
inches beyond the side wall edge. 

4 . Thel obstetrical vacuum extractor of clai m 1 
wherein the tip ijs^^olded along a portion of the side 
wall. 



The obstetrical vacuum extractor of* claim 1 
wherein the cup is substantially transparent such that it 
does not occlude vision through to the interior cavity of 
the cup. 
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6. The obstetrij^^^l vacuum extractor of claim^^^ 
wherein the lip is pc/stmoldgd to the vacuum cup. 

^ The obstetrical vacuum extractor of claim 1 
wherein the second material is an elastomeric material. 

p. The obstetrical vacuum extractor of claim 1 
further comprising means for enhancing adhesion of the 
lip to the vacuum cup. 

^. The obstetrical vacuum extractor of claim 1 
wherein the side wall further comprises at least one 
opening extending therethrough, said opening being 
disposed substantially adjacent the side wall edge, the 
second material of the lip being molded into the opening 
to mechanically couple the lip to the vacuum cup. 

yo . The obstetrical vacuum extractor of claim ^ 
comprising at l-east two openings, the openings being 
circumf erentially disposed around the side wall. 

11. The obs;fe^trical vacuum extractor of claim 1 
wherein the side ^all further comprises at least on'^^ib, 
the second mat/er/a.al^p.^^"£he lip being molded to the at 
least one rib. 

12. Tlie obstetrical vacuum extractor of claim 11 
wherein the lsi<5e wall includes an outer substantially 
circumf eren^ial surf ace, and ' the at least one rib extends 
about at lealst a portion of the circumferential surface. 

13. Thfe obstetrical vacuum extractor of claim 11 
comprising al\/ least two ribs, 

ll The obstetrical vacuum extractor of claim 1 

further comprising an adhesive applied to a portion'^o^ 
the side wall substantially adjacent the side wall edge 
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such the second material of the lip is molded along the 
adhesive . 

15. The obstetrical vacuum extractor of claim ^l^ 
whqrein the side wad^ further comprises at least one 
projection extendp_n^ outwardly from the side wall, the 
lip being molded ^ioxug-^fe+r^a^t least one projection. 



16. An 



obstetrical vacuum extractor comprising: 



a vacuum cup substantially in the shape of a 
bell with an outwardly flaring edge and a cup opening; 

a post-molded lip on the outwardly flaring edge 
of the vacuum cup; 

a niollow, elongated stem integrally formed with 
the cup and cbmmunicat ing with the cup opening, the 
distal end of Ij^lJie stem being adapted for connection to a 
vacuum sourcQ^"\ /and 

a /grHppinj^ device coupled to the stem. 



17. ll method of making an obstetrical vacuum 
extractor for u:^e during childbirth comprising the steps 
of: 

moldinif a hollow vacuum cup of a first 
material, the cua having a cup opening; 

molding\a lip of a polymeric second material 
along the cup operling, the second material being flexible 
relative to the fiVst material. 

>6^. The method of claim Jxi'^wherein the step of 
molding a hollow vacuum cup of a first material includes 
the step of molding a substantially transparent cup^all. 

,if9. The method of claim ^ wherein the second 
material is an elastomeric material. 



The method of claim wherein the first 
material is a polyethylene. 



